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Supervisor’s Corner

A Note from the Assessor’s Office

I want to bring to your attention information about a
couple of recent initiatives undertaken by the Board of
Trustees. The first concerns the township’s anti-blight
ordinance; the ordinance under which we’ve been
operating was adopted in 1989, which means it was
actually prepared the year before. Consequently, it
contained some outdated and often confusing language,
causing enforcement to be difficult at times. On
September 11, 2017, at its regular Board meeting, the
Board of Trustees adopted a new Blight & Property
Maintenance Ordinance, Ordinance 2017-01, which
was effective October 5, 2017. The ordinance also
repeals the aforementioned ordinance, No. 89-001, as
well as ordinance No. 07-02, Civil Infractions
Ordinance. This ordinance is replicated in this
newsletter, will be posted to our website in the near
future, and copies are available at the township hall.

Happy Holidays! As many of you may know,
there have been several changes regarding tax
exemptions for Commercial Personal Property tax
as well as specific exemptions for Disabled
Veterans. Please feel free to contact me anytime
to discuss if these changes may apply to you. If
you would like to split or combine property,
please submit ALL requests to me on or before
December 10th in order for the change to take
place in the 2018 tax year. Any applications
received after this date may not take effect until
the 2019 tax year. Part of my duty as Assessor is
to maintain our property records, which requires
annual review of at least 20% of all parcels in our
township. This means that I or a member of my
team may visit your property to perform an
exterior inspection. This visit is to update our
record card & sketch data and update
property photos, which is essential to insure
accurate and uniform assessments throughout our
township. Please remember - a visit to the
property does NOT automatically mean an
increase in your taxes. Your cooperation is much
appreciated as we finish our year end inspections.
The December Board of Review will be
meeting Tuesday December 12th at 9am to
correct qualified errors. No appeals will be
heard at that meeting. It has been my pleasure to
serve the community and I continue to look
forward to working with taxpayers. Wishing you
and your families a safe and memorable holiday
season!

The second concerns another ordinance, the Township
Zoning Ordinance. This ordinance was prepared in
1988-89, and adopted November 6, 1989, and became
effective January 19, 1990, making it twenty-sevenplus years old. It has been amended several times to
meet contemporary standards, and to comply with
legislative mandates, but too was ‘showing its age’.
Therefore at the recommendation of the planning
commission and the zoning administrator, the Board of
Trustees contracted with Northeast Michigan Council
of Governments (NEMCOG) to begin preparing an
updated zoning ordinance, one that will comply fully
with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, as well as
other Michigan Statutes.
The certified planner from NEMCOG is working with
the planning commission in this endeavor, and the
process is expected to take from one and a half to two
years to complete.

Respectfully,
Jessica Williams, Property Tax Assessor
Contact Phone Number: (989)820-6961
Email Address: HHROscoda08@gmail.com

Mark Nunn
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BLIGHT & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE
An ordinance to prevent, reduce, or eliminate blight, blighting factors, and causes of blight within Wilber Township, Iosco County, Michigan; to
require certain structures in the Township to be maintained in accordance with certain standards; to promote the public health, safety, and general
and economic welfare of persons and property in the Township; to provide for the enforcement hereof; and to provide penalties for the violation
hereof. Pursuant to the enacting authority as provided by Public Act 344 of 1945, as amended, the Blighted Area Rehabilitation Act (MCL 125.71, et

seq.), and by Public Act 246 of 1945, as amended (MCL 41.181, et seq.).
THE TOWNSHIP OF WILBER, IOSCO COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:
Section 1: Purpose
Consistent with the letter and spirit of Public Act 344 of 1945, and Public Act 246 of 1945, as amended, it is the purpose of this ordinance to
prevent, reduce, or eliminate blight and potential blight in Wilber Township, and to require certain structures in the Township to be maintained in
accordance with certain standards, in an effort to promote the public health, safety, and general and economic welfare of persons and property
located in the Township.
Section 2: Causes of Blight or Blighting Factors; Property Maintenance Standards
It is hereby determined that the following uses, structures, activities, and the failure to adhere to the following property maintenance standards are
causes of blight or blighting factors which, if allowed to exist, will tend to result in blighted and undesirable neighborhoods and property. On and
after the effective date of this ordinance, no person, corporation, association, or entity of any kind shall maintain or permit to be maintained any of
these causes of blight or blighting factors upon any property in Wilber Township.
A. The storage upon any property of junk motor vehicles, except in a completely enclosed building. For the purpose of this ordinance, the term
“junk motor vehicles” shall include any motor vehicle that is propelled by any power other than muscular, including but not limited to automobiles,
trucks, buses, tractors, recreational vehicles, motorcycles, snowmobiles, and all-terrain vehicles, which, if required to be licensed for use upon the
highways of the State of Michigan, is not so licensed, and shall also include, whether so licensed or not, any motor vehicle which is inoperative.
B. The storage upon any property of building materials unless there is in force a valid and subsisting building permit and a valid and subsisting
zoning permit issued by the proper governmental inspectors or authorities for construction upon the property, unless the building materials are
intended for use in connection with such construction, and unless the building materials are stored in an orderly manner. The term “building
materials” shall include but shall not be limited to lumber; bricks; concrete or cinder blocks; plumbing materials or equipment; electrical materials or
equipment; heating materials or equipment; shingles; mortar; concrete or cement; nails; screws; or any other materials used in constructing any
structure. The term “building materials” shall not include building materials that are completely enclosed within a lawful building or shielded by a
lawful privacy fence so as not to be visible to the public and to adjacent property owners.
C. The storage or accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish, or refuse of any kind without a valid landfill permit, except domestic refuse stored in such a
manner as not to create a nuisance for a period not to exceed 15 days. The term “junk” shall include but shall not be limited to parts of machinery;
parts of motor vehicles; stoves, refrigerators, clothing washers, clothing driers, and any other appliances stored in the open; unstacked firewood;
accumulations of brush; decaying grass or leaf materials, except that which are used in a neat and properly maintained compost pile for reasonable
gardening or landscaping purposes; remnants of wood, metal, and any other cast-off material of any kind; and any dilapidated or inoperative
equipment and machinery.
D. The existence of any building, dwelling, garage, mobile home, modular home, accessory building, shelter, or any other structure which, because
of fire, wind, or other natural forces, or physical deterioration or damage, is not habitable, if a dwelling, nor useful for any other purpose of which
such structures are customarily and reasonably intended.
E. The existence of any vacant building, dwelling, garage, mobile home, modular home, accessory building, shelter, or any other structure unless
the same is kept securely locked, secured, and protected to prevent entrance thereto by vandals or by other unauthorized persons.
F. The existence of any partially completed structure unless such structure is in the course of construction in compliance with and in accordance
with a valid and subsisting building permit and a valid and subsisting zoning permit issued by the proper governmental inspectors or authorities.
G. The existence of any building, dwelling, garage, mobile home, modular home, accessory building, shelter, or any other structure which fails to
meet the following standards: (i) The exterior of such structure shall be maintained in good, structurally sound repair; (ii) every foundation, exterior
wall, roof, and all other exterior surfaces shall be maintained in a workmanlike state of maintenance and repair; (iii) all foundation walls shall be
maintained so as to carry the safe design and operating dead and live loads, and shall be maintained plumb and free from open cracks and breaks;
(iv) every exterior wall, window, door, door frame, trim, and similar features shall be free of holes, breaks, loose boards or timbers, rotting boards
or timbers, and other conditions which might admit rain or dampness to the interior portions of occupied spaces of the structure; (v) all exterior
surface materials, including but not limited to wood, composition, or siding, shall be maintained weatherproof and shall be properly surface coated
when required to prevent deterioration; (vi) all cornices, entablatures, felt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim, wall facings, and similar decorative
features shall be properly anchored and shall be maintained in a workmanlike state of maintenance and repair; (vii) all canopies, marquees, signs,
awnings, stairways, fire escapes, stand pipes, exhaust ducts, and similar overhead extensions shall be properly anchored and shall be maintained in
a workmanlike state of maintenance and repair; (viii) every stair, porch, fire escape, balcony, and all appurtenances attached thereto shall be safely
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constructed and shall be properly maintained in a workmanlike state of maintenance and repair; (ix) every basement or crawl space hatchway or
entranceway shall be so constructed and maintained as to prevent the entrance of vermin, rain, and surface drainage into the structure; (x) exterior
site improvements, including but not limited to driveways and parking lot maintenance, lighting, screening, drainage, grading, or other
improvements or conditions, shall be maintained in a manner that does not cause or contribute to a blighting effect, reduction in area property
values, or potential hazards.
Section 3: Enforcement and Penalties
A. The violation by any person, corporation, association, or entity of any kind of any provision of this ordinance is hereby designated as a municipal
civil infraction.
B. The Wilber Township Ordinance Enforcement Officer, the Wilber Township Zoning Administrator, the Wilber Township Supervisor, and other
Wilber Township officials and employees as may be authorized by the Wilber Township Board of Trustees are authorized to administer and enforce
this ordinance and issue municipal civil infraction citations.
C. “Municipal civil infraction” means a civil infraction as defined by Section 113 of the Revised Judicature Act of 1961, being Public Act 236 of 1961,
as amended (“the Act”), involving a violation of this ordinance.
D. “Citation” means a written complaint or notice to appear in court upon which an authorized local official records the occurrence or existence of
one or more municipal civil infractions by the person, corporation, association, or entity of any kind cited (“the defendant”).
E. “Municipal civil infraction action” means a civil action in which the defendant is alleged to be responsible for a municipal civil infraction.
F. A municipal civil infraction action may be commenced upon the issuance by an authorized local official of a citation directing the defendant to
appear in court.
G. A citation shall be issued and served by an authorized local official in accordance with the provisions of sections 8707 and 8709 of the Act.
H. A citation shall contain the information required under section 8709 of the Act.
I. Failure of the defendant to appear within the time specified on a citation or at the time scheduled for a hearing or appearance is a misdemeanor
punishable by up to 90 days in jail and/or up to a $500.00 fine, plus costs of the prosecution, and will result in the entry of a default judgment
against the defendant on the municipal civil infraction.
J. A defendant found responsible by the judge or magistrate for a violation of this ordinance shall pay a fine not to exceed $500.00, plus costs of
not less than $9.00 nor more than $500.00, which are not limited to the costs taxable in ordinary civil actions and may include all expenses, direct
and indirect, to which the Township has been put in connection with the municipal civil infraction, up to the entry of judgment. Except as otherwise
provided by law, costs shall be payable to the general fund of the Township. In addition to ordering a defendant to pay a civil fine and costs, the
court may issue and enforce any judgment, writ, or order (including but not limited to injunctive relief) necessary to enforce this ordinance, in
accordance with section 8302 of the Act.
K. If a defendant fails to comply with an order or judgment issued pursuant to section 8727 of the Act within the time prescribed by the court, the
court may proceed under sections 8302, 8729, and 8731 of the Act, as applicable.
L. Each day on which any violation of this ordinance continues constitutes a separate offense, and the offender shall be subject to the applicable
fine, costs, penalties, and sanctions for each separate offense.
M. In addition to any remedies available at law, the Township may bring an action for an injunction or other process against a defendant to
restrain, prevent, or abate any violation of this ordinance.
Section 4: Effective Date
This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its publication as required by law.
Section 5: Publication; Recordation; Authentication
This ordinance shall be published once, in full, in a newspaper of general circulation within the boundaries of Wilber Township, and qualified under
state law to publish legal notices, within 15 days after its adoption; this ordinance shall be recorded in the record of ordinances book of the
Township; and the Township Clerk shall authenticate this ordinance by placing his or her official signature upon this ordinance.
Section 6: Severability
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and if any clause, sentence, word, section, or provision is hereafter declared
void or unenforceable for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remainder of this ordinance, which shall continue
in full force and effect.
Section 7: Repeal of Ordinance No. 001-89 and Ordinance No. 07-02
Wilber Township Ordinance No. 001-89, which was adopted by the Wilber Township Board of Trustees on May 1, 1989, is hereby repealed; and
Wilber Township Ordinance No. 07-02, which was adopted by the Wilber Township Board of Trustees on March 5, 2007, is hereby repealed.
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New Election Equipment

TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY
Supervisor: Mark Nunn

989-362-2022

Clerk: Robert D. White

989-362-5410

Treasurer: Steve Ferguson

989-362-5410

Trustee: Sally Krueger

989-362-2510

Trustee: Mary Pingot

989-329-5020

Zoning Administrator &:
Ordinance Officer: Ron Phillips

989-362-5410

Assessor: Jessica Williams

989-820-6961

Cemetery Sexton: Dave Mioduch

989-362-8222

Planning Commission:
Robert Golka, Chair

989-362-7047

Rich Fullerton, Vice-Chair

989-362-2213

Robert White, Secretary

989-362-5410

Frank Kassuba, Member

989-362-8515

Cheri Mioduch, Member

989-254-0437

Since there was a special election in Iosco County
this November, the new equipment was put into
service right away, and everyone underwent
extensive training so as to be ready, both for it and
for the mid-term elections next August and
November.

Calendar of Events
REGULAR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGS ARE HELD ON
THE FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM AT THE
TOWNSHIP HALL. WHEN THE FIRST MONDAY IS A
HOLIDAY OR HOLIDAY-OBSERVED, MEEETINGS ARE THE
FOLLOWING MONDAY. REGULAR MEETING DATES WHICH
PRECEDE TUESDAY ELECTION DAYS ARE ALSO MOVED TO
THE FOLLOWING MONDAY. SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE
TOWNSHIP BOARD, OR CHANGES IN MEETING DATES, ARE
POSTED ON THE TOWNSHIP HALL BULLETIN BOARD.
REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS FOR

As many of you may know, the State of Michigan is
in the process of obtaining new and updated voting
equipment for use in all elections. This is the first
change (and upgrade) in voting equipment since
Optical Scanning systems were introduced in the
spring of 2005. Counties were given three vendor
choices by the Michigan Bureau of Elections, which
were then reviewed through on-site demonstrations
to all local election officials. Counties could then
select their preference, the only caveat being that all
voting precincts in any county had to agree to the
same product. In Iosco County the new equipment
consists of a ballot tabulator similar to the old
model, but with more advanced and sophisticated
features; and an optional use ballot marking device
called an ICX, similar to the previous Automark.

2018

ARE:

FEBRUARY 8, APRIL 12, JUNE14, AUGUST 9,
OCTOBER 11, AND DECEMBER 13.
MEETING TIMES ARE 9:00 AM (SPECIAL MEETINGS ARE
HELD UPON REQUEST, OR AS NEEDED. ALL MEETINGS ARE
AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL.

We’re all pleased with its performance and look
forward to using it for the next ten years or so. And
this equipment was obtained t no cost or capitol
outlay to the township: it was acquired entirely
through partial state funding, but mostly from a
federal HAVA (Help America Vote Act) Grant.

Important Reminder About the
Township Treasurer’s Office Hours
Winter tax statements will be in the mail within a
few days, and Steve Ferguson, the township
treasurer, wants to re mind those of you who pay
in person, or call the township hall regarding
questions, that his office hours at the township
hall are Wednesdays, from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm
during the tax collection season.
Of course, tax payments can still be mailed to the
township hall, or if desired, inserted in the drop
slot in the front door of the township hall.
Winter tax bills are due by February 15, 2018,
without incurring late penalties.
If you do not receive your tax bill by about
December 12th, please call the township hall and
leave a voice mail message so we can send you a
duplicate.
If you have to report a change of mailing
address, use the same procedure. AndWilber
be Township
advised
News
that any address changes must be received well in
advance of tax statement mailings in order to be
st
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